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unhappy country up to its dismemberment, which was going
on at that very time.
I had foreseen this event, when the diet of Poland recog-
nised the Czarina (who had just died) as Empress of all
the Russias, and the Elector of Brandenbourg as King of
Prussia. I never published more than three volumes of my
history, owing to the knavery of the printer, who did not
abide by our conditions. The four last manuscript volumes
will be found among my papers at my death, and whoever
takes possession of my papers can publish them if he thinks
£t. The thing has become indifferent to me.
It was revenge, ambition, and folly, which lost Poland. It
was folly, daughter of shame and indolence, which caused
the downfall of France. Ever}' dethroned king must have
been a fool; every fool of a king deserves to be dethroned.
Louis perished in consequence of his folly. If he had had the
prudence and the wit which a king should have who seeks
to govern a wise and witty people, he would still be on the
throne, and he would have spared France the horrors into
which she has been plunged by a gang of scoundrels, by the
cowardice and perversity of her aristocracy, and the avarice
of a despotic, fanatic, and too powerful priesthood. The
sickness now raging in France could be easily cured else-
where, but I fear the French are incurable. Posterity wTill
know, as for me, I am too old. The French emigrants may
inspire pity in those kinds of people who are always ready
to pity anybody and anything, but they only inspire me with
contempt, for I believe if they had rallied firmly round
the throne, they might have opposed force to force, and
have crushed, no matter how, the common herd, without
giving it time to assassinate the nation. Finally, I repeat that
their duty, their interest, and their honour demanded that
they should save their king, or bury themselves under the
ruins of the throne. Instead of this they had gone to
parade their pride and their disgrace in foreign lands, doing
no good to themselves, and much harm to those who are
forced to feed them. What will become of France? I can-

